
 
 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ ERRORS IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT 

 

 

 

A RESEARCH 

 

Submitted as Partial Requirement for the Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan at 

English Language Education Study Program, Teacher Training and 

Education Faculty of Muhammadiyah University of Kendari 

 

 

AULIA MITHA ALFIYAH 

NIM: 21713049 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF KENDARI 

2021 

  



ii 

 

LEGALIZATION SHEET 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ ERRORS IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT 

AULIA MITHA ALFIYAH 

21713049 

 

This undergraduate Research Paper has been Examined and Legalized by 

the Board of Examiners from English Language Teaching Study Program, 

Faculty of Education Muhammadiyah University of Kendari. 

Acknowledged by: 

 

1. Chairman:Syarif Amin, S.Pd.I, M.Pd.I   (.............................) 

2. Secretary: Ririn Syahriani, S.Pd, M.Pd     (.............................) 

3. Members: Citra Prasiska Puspita Tohamba, S.Pd, M.Pd (.............................) 

    : Faridawati, S.Pd, M.Pd            (.............................) 

Kendari,    October 2021 

Approved by: 

Dean of Education Faculty 

 

 

Tri Indah Rusli, S.Pd., M.Pd 

NIDN. 0907068602 

 



iii 

 

PRONOUNCEMENT 

 

This is to certify that: 

Name  : Aulia Mitha Alfiyah 

Students ID : 21713049 

Department : English Language Education. 

Faculty  : Teacher Training and Education. 

Have written the whole thesis by me, entitled AN ANALYSIS OF 

STUDENTS’ ERRORS IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT Part of this thesis 

indicates plagiarism or has written/publish by others. Anything related to 

others work in quotation, the source of which is listed on the bibliography. If 

then, this pronouncement proved incorrect, I would be ready for any 

academic punishment, including the withdrawal of cancelation of my 

academic degree.   

 

 

 

                Kendari,  October 2021 

 

AuliaMithaAlfiyah 

SID. 21713049 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ ERRORS IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT 

AULIA MITHA ALFIYAH 

21713049 

 

This paper aims to find out the types of errors made by students at SMPN 19 

Konawe Selatan in writing recount texts. The subjects of this study took the eighth 

grade A students of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan. The design of this research is 

descriptive qualitative which involves quantitative to complete the data. Data was 

collected through a writing test. The results of this study indicate the types of 

errors made by eighth-graders, namely linguistic category taxonomy 47%, surface 

strategy taxonomy 32%, communicative taxonomy 20%, and comparative 

taxonomy 1%. The results of this study also show the errors made by students in 

writing English, especially in recount texts. Researchers only suggest that in the 

future teachers are better able to train in writing English and improve teaching 

skills so that the learning process becomes even better. 

 

Keywords: Errors, Recount text, Writing. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

ANALISIS KESALAHAN SISWA DALAM MENULIS TEKS RECOUNT 

AULIA MITHA ALFIYAH 

21713049 

 

Tulisan ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui jenis-jenis kesalahan yang dilakukan 

siswa SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan dalam menulis teks recount. Subyek penelitian 

ini mengambil siswa kelas VIII A SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan. Desain penelitian 

ini adalah deskriptif kualitatif yang melibatkan kuantitatif untuk melengkapi data. 

Pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui tes menulis. Hasil penelitian ini 

menunjukkan jenis kesalahan yang dilakukan oleh siswa kelas delapan, yaitu 

taksonomi kategori linguistik 47%, taksonomi strategi permukaan 32%, 

taksonomi komunikatif 20%, dan taksonomi komparatif 1%. Hasil penelitian ini 

juga menunjukkan kesalahan yang dilakukan siswa dalam menulis bahasa Inggris, 

khususnya pada teks recount. Penelitian hanya menyarankan agar kedepannya 

guru lebih mampu melatih menulis bahasa Inggris dan meningkatkan 

keterampilan mengajar sehingga proses pembelajaran menjadi lebih baik lagi. 

 

Kata kunci: Kesalahan, Teks Recount, Penulisan. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter provides a top level view of the complete content mentioned in 

this analysis. It includes the study ibackgroundi, iresearch question, target iof the 

study, significance of the study, the scope of the study, and outlined key terms 

utilized on this studys. 

A. Background 

English ilanguage iisian iinternational ilanguage, iEnglish iplay a 

isignificant iroleias ia imeans icommunication between humansiin ithe iworld ifor 

theibusiness, the iscience, ithe ieconomics, iand ithe itechnology, etc. Moreover, 

many countries have adopted the English language as a second or foreign 

language, as way of a communication or interaction with in others round of 

the world. In the Indonesian context, the government placeEnglish as a 

distant the language. The government recommends colleges to supply 

English in order that English becomes a college subject. Evans (2009) might 

underline the choice to work out English as a faculty subject. Evan 

emphasized that English could bevery meaningful of subject, that is 

incredibly meaningful for the learning, cultural, and social growth of 

students, being the topic of serious external pressure, typically political in 

nature. 

The Most of second grade students of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan very 

familiar with regional languages. They are interested in English but the lack 
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of educators and knowledge makes them unable to practice English skills. 

They cannot write well so it is difficult to achieve standard grades. 

According to the existing curriculum, students in Grade two of junior high 

school must master writing skills. Students are expected to be ready to write 

recount text. In fact, several students have a tough time. They're confused 

regarding victimization the proper synchronic linguistics. They ignore 

written grammar rules. For example: the students wrote “eated” as the past 

tense of “eat”. This happened because they do not understand regular and 

irregular verb. Another example, the student write “me go to beach”. The 

student made an error because they are not able to use subject. The subject 

in this sentence should to be “I”. but Sometimes, students skip a sentencein 

a very sentence, for example, “we don't seem to be sure”. This sentence is 

wrong as a result of there's no verb, so it wants "are".Therefore, the correct 

wordiisithat "we iare inot isure". In the write, the students will begin a note 

word, to them prepares into sentences, so create them into paragraphs. It's 

tough as a result, they need to use the proper diction, chronology, and 

spelled of words. Students should to share their feelings, thoughts, ideas, or 

opinions in write. While, academics will pay extra attentions to be the 

current competence. 

Writing is also more difficult and complicated skill than the other 

skills because it requires the mastery of not only grammatical but also 

theoretical devices. Basically, grammar has an importants role in writing 

because grammar is backbone on any language and it must be understood in 
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order to communicate effectively. Every time one writes something, he/she 

is being judged based on the grammar he/she uses. Grammar may be a 

structure and regularity that lies in a very language. this means that every 

language incorporates a sure rule to create a sentence. Thus if someone 

needs to master English, he/she should learn the grammar and the way to 

use it properly (Batston, 1994). 

It was found that iseveral studentsiat TESL students if the ifaculty 

created mistakes in addressing grammatical issue admire the agreement 

between subject and verb, verb tenses, a part of speech, and 

vocabulary(Hidayah, 2013).Several factors are known to increase students' 

errors: the influence of the mother tongue, the lack of english grammar 

knowledge and skills, the influence of "borrowed words", the difficulty in 

learning English, over-generalization and the lack of exposure to the English 

Language. The data showed that 81% of the students made mistakes related 

to using the simple past tense.Inaddition, it was found that the type of error 

that occurred was the use of the simple past tense in story text written by 

eighth-grade students at SMP Lab UM (Ansyar et al, 2012). The results of 

this study indicated that the proportion of errors was 53.60. 

See the number of mistakes made by the students, It is very important 

for teachersito analyze ithe istudents' imistakes iin iwriting. Error analysis is an 

activities to identification, classification, and interpretation or describe 

aerrors by an individual in speak or writeandit is created for get data 
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regarding the overall difficulties he faces in speak or writein English 

sentences. 

However, analysis the subject is the distinction between previous 

studies and this study. Incidents of student errors in writing recount texts 

may be seen in class VIII of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan. It's very necessary 

to understand the results of this kind of error to get an answer for the teacher 

in teaching recount text. During this study, the investigator analyzed errors 

supported the linguistic class taxonomy, surface strategy taxonomy, 

communicative effects taxonomy, and comparative taxonomy. Those 

varieties of error have interrelatedness every other. Therefore, the author is 

fascinated by conducting the research entitleAnalysis of Student Errors in 

Writing Recount Texts in Class VIII SMP 19 Konawe Selatan. 

B. Research question 

Based on the background the writer will see what errors do the 

students at the second grade of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan make in writing 

recount text?  

C. Objective of the study 

The aim of this study to analyze the errors that the students at second 

grade of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan make in writing recount text. 

D. Significance of the Study 

The findings of this study aim to give more information about the 

students’ error in writing recount text at second grade of junior high school 

for:  
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1. For the students  

The result of this research can be used as the students’ material so 

they more easily while composing recount text because there are some 

examples related to recounting texts. Thus, the students do not do 

similar errors while composing recount text. 

2. For the teachers  

Problem-based learning can be one of the learning strategies for 

teachers at SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan in improving students' ability to 

write recount texts and to find out the mistakes that students usually 

make in compiling recount texts. By knowing this, the teacher can 

find solutions in teaching recount text and also find the missing link 

between what the teacher gives and what the students catch. The 

teacher can evaluate whether the error is entirely caused by the 

students themselves or caused by incomplete or incorrect information 

provided by the teacher. 

3. For the future researcher  

Results of this study can provide information for future readers or 

researchers who want to write about errors in writing recount text. 

This information can provide guidance for readers about the types of 

errors to avoid in compiling recount text. 
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E. Scope of the study 

In this study, the writer only focuses on the error analysis in writing 

recount text by the eighth grade students of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan. 

F. The definition of key terms 

To avoid misunderstanding of the concepts used in this study, some 

definitions are provided as the following: 

1) Error  

Error can be define as a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar 

of a native speaker, reflecting the interlanguage competence of the 

learner (Brown as cited in Yang and Xu, 2001: 16). 

2) Recount Text  

Recount text can be define as a recount recalls and reconstructs 

events, experiences and achievements from the past in a logical 

sequence and some of it will be purely informative, while others will 

aim to both inform and entertain (Wood and Stubbs, 2000: 8). 

3) Writing  

 Writing can be briefly defined as the activity of making verbal marks 

on paper or some other substance (stone, wood, plastic, computer 

screen, etc.); also what results (i.e. a piece of writing)  (Pope, 

1998:255). 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

On this chapter, the researcher at some related literature in this analysis. The 

related literature consists of the ideas utilized in the research topic. Researchers 

take references from many related books for theory. 

A. Previous Study 

Researchers get some analysis on previous error analyses. The 

analysis of many classes differs in some aspects of the analysis similar to 

information sources. They're 1) Cholipah (Islamic University of 

SyarifHidayatullah, 2014), 2) FajariniEmmaryana (Islamic University of 

SyarifHidayatullah, 2010: 3), Doni Ramli (University of Tanjungpura 

Pontianak, 2013: 4), dan IinNurohmah (University of Education Bandung, 

2013). 

✓ Cholipah Work (2014) 

In this analysis entitle, "Analysis of Student Errors in Writing 

Recount Texts (Case Study of Second Grade Students at Trimulia 

Middle School, South Jakarta)". This study aims to search out 

empirical proof of errors grammatical ofsecondgrade students at SMP 

Trimuliaon write their story texts and for finding the supply an errors 

created by the students in write their story texts. In research uses 

descriptive qualitative. The information is given in descriptive 

analysis and therefore the Error Analysis procedure used is in 
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accordance with the speculation of Ellis and Barkhuizen. The 

classification of the students' errors in writestory texts uses iBetty iS. 

iAzar' error iclassification, then she analyzes errors to search out the 

supply of the students' errors and uses Brown's theory forclarification 

them. When calculation the information for urge entire an error iresult 

so she understood the data descriptively. The results showed that there 

have been 3 highest errors (capitalization, word choice, verb tense) 

and therefore the lowest three (singular plural, that means unclear, 

incomplete sentences) created by students 

✓ Emmaryana’s Work (2010) 

FajariniEmmaryana's (2010) on her research entitle" Analysis on 

the Grammatical Errors in the Students' Writing (Case Study of First-

Year Students "SMA Negeri 1 Cigudeg Bogor)".During this analyses, 

she analyzed student errors within the initial Year Students of SMA 

Negeri one Cigudeg-Bogor. Her analysis aims for detection, 

identification, and analysis a grammatical of errors created by the 

students in their written texts. In addition, it additionally aims to seek 

out reasons why students build mistakes in their writing. Descriptive 

qualitative research was employed by investigators. To get field 

research, the author met directly with the students at SMA Negeri 

1Cigudeg. iShe igave iwrittenitestsiforistudents iin igrades X 1, 2, 3, and 

four until find out however so much the scholars were able to make 

recount texts with smart grammar. The researcher also interviewed 
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English academics for seek out of their background knowledge, the 

curriculum, and a strategies in teach and learn English.  

✓ Ramli’s Work (2013) 

Doni Ramli' (2013), in his analysis entitled "Analysis of Student 

Errors in Writing Recount Texts". This study aims to seek out the 

errors in writing recount texts for the tenth graders of SMAN I Siantan 

within the 2012/2013 tutorial year. The scientist uses a descriptive 

technique wherever the researcher explains the research results by 

describing the info obtained.  The gathering technique uses activity 

techniques and direct observation techniques. The tool for aggregation 

data may be a written test. 

✓ Nurohmah’s Work (2013)  

Research by IinNurohmah (2013), in her research "Analysis of 

Student Recount Texts Using Systematic Functional Grammar". She 

analyzed script errors for a recount determining the schema structure 

and linguistic features of the text. The researcher uses the qualitative 

descriptivemethod. Data sources were obtained from six recount texts 

written by eighth-grade students of the English Department who 

became participants. To analyze the text, she uses the transitory theory 

of functional grammar developed by Halliday (1994),is used to 

determine the linguistic features of the text. It is hoped that students 

will increase their knowledge and practice writing more especially 

storytelling. 
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The position of the current study differs from other studies as the 

researcher will conduct the study at SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan. The author 

focuses on the analysis of errors in writing a text resort by eighthgrade 

SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan. The reason the author did the research at SMPN 

19 Konawe Selatan is that there was been no research on student errors 

when writing texts for recount. Therefore, the researcher will extend the 

previous study to be a completely new study. 

B. Underlying Theory 

1. Language 

Language is an organized of communication systemused by peoples. 

Language consists of sounds that are spoken in the spoken language or of 

elements written in the written language. In addition, the language can 

consistant of other symbol elements such as hand gesture insign language. 

The science which studies language is linguistics. Questions about the 

philosophy of language, such as whether words can represent experience, 

have been debated at least since Gorgias and Plato in ancient Greece. 

Thinkers like Rousseau argue that language comes from emotion,while 

others like Kant argue that it comes from logical and rational thought. 

Philosophersof 20th century like  Wittgensteinheld that philosophy was 

really the study of language. The leading figures in linguistics include 

Ferdinand de Saussure and Noam Chomsky. 
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a. Function and Usage of Language 

“The information function that everyone generally considersthe be the 

most importants” (Geoffery Leech, 1974). In fact, this featurefocuses 

on news. Its usetocommunicate thenew information. It isdepends on 

the truth and the values. Let's look at this example: the car is big, the 

bus is full. Profanity and exclamation are the clearest example of this 

“Geoffery Leech” (1974). The speakers or authoron this roleattempts 

to expression his feelings. Reflectsthe impressions of him. This 

function can will givea clear personality pictures of the speaker or 

writer. The best for examples on this type are poetry and literature. In 

fact, this feature causes certain feelings and expresses feelings. 

Examples of this typeare:I am very happy or I have hada wonderful 

vacations. In the previous examples, you can seethat they reflect the 

feelings of the speaker or writer. “The third function of language is the 

directive function through which we intend to influence the behavior 

or attitudes of others. The simplest examples of directive functions are 

commands and prompts. Social control function place more emphasis 

on the recipients goals of than onthe senders goals: however, it 

resembles an expressive function in that,the conceptually, it assigns 

less importance to the message senders goals in general. Otheritems of 

meaning, especiallyconnotativeandaffective meanings” (after to 

Geoffery Leech, 1974).For examples:I want a cup of tea,or I close the 

door. It is clear here that we are speaking the language directly. We 
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asked someone to do something. Sometimes we can use a clause to 

express two functions. For example:I am thirsty. The above examples 

can be use to show the status of the speakers or writer, to express their 

feelings. somehow, someone asks someone to give them water. The 

fourth function is the aesthetic function, namely, "the use of language 

for the benefit of the linguistic artifact itself, and without a purpose." 

This aesthetic function is at least associated withthe conceptual 

feelingand to the affective feeling” Geoffery Leech (1974). The 

function association with vehicle-messageis a poetic, or aesthetic 

function: a signs is perceived as an end in itself. Anyarts conceived of 

as arts isbelievedfor embody this function, and some object is values 

for itbeauty, not ideological value or utility –beita beautiful car, a 

stylish kettle, or a real estate space. Intact – performs in this function. 

While Jakobson has demonstrated, perhaps more accurately than 

anyone before him, demonstrated how aesthetic function can 

bestructuredependent, the cultural norms ultimate determine the 

dominance of that functional. As avidencestrikinghe note that the 

aesthetic prestige that one generation accorded toKarelMÃ¡cha's 

poetry, the next only corresponds to his diarie. Jakobson, R. (1933)”. 

According to Leech, the five functions are phatic functions. "The 

function of keeping lines of communication open, and of maintaining 

good social relations (in British Culture, talk about the weather is a 

well-known example)". Geoffery Leech (1974). 
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2. Aims of Teaching English 

The general objectives of this course are to enable learners to the 

communicate effectively, and appropriately in realsituations.Use the 

English, effectively for learning purposes throughout the course, to cultivate 

an interest in and appreciation of literature, to develop and integrate the four 

language skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing), and  reviewing and 

reinforcing learned structures. 

3. Language Skill 

When learning a language, there are four skills we need for perfect 

communication. When we learning our mother tongue, alwayslearns to 

listens first then speak, then read, and then write. 

a. Writing Skill 

Writing skill included all of the knowledge, and ability to 

communicative idea clearly through in write is in highto demand by 

entrepreneurs ability relateds to express ideas through write awords. 

The in allindustries. Well-written documents, emails, and posts can 

entice customers to buy a product or convince investors to partner 

with a business. Technical knowledge of writing conventions, style 

guides, and formatting for different situations is also an important part 

of writing skills. Knowing which situations require a different writing 

style and being able to set the correct tone of the text are important 

writing skills that anyone can use in the workplace. Writing skills are 
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important because theyallows people to understand a point across 

without appearing.  

1) Recount Text 

❖ Definition of Recount Text 

Recount text is a text that tells the readers about a story, an 

action, or an activity that happened in the past. It is purpose is to 

entertain or inform the readers. 

❖ Generic Structure of Recount Text 

# Orientation :This gives the reader the background information 

needed to understand the text, such as who was involved, where 

it took place. 

# Events: A series of events that are ordered or arranged 

chronologically. 

# Re-orientation: Personal comment about the event by 

summing up what was felt from the event or what happened in 

the end 

❖ Purpose of Recount Text 

To retell past experiences or events in the past 

❖ The Characteristics / Language Feature of The Recount 

Text 

Usethe simple past tense, the past continuous tense, the past 

perfect tense, and the past perfect continuous tense. Usea time 

sequence, e.g. this Saturday. On Monday, On Sunday. Focus on 

http://britishcourse.com/recount-text.php
http://britishcourse.com/recount-text.php
http://britishcourse.com/recount-text.php
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specific participants, e.g. (the author). Using conjunctions, like: 

then, before, after, etc. Use action verbs, e.g. go, stay. 

❖ Example of The Recount Text 

Being Late 

Last morning, Dinar, my roommate woke up late and she had to 

go to campus. 

When she wanted to take her motorcycle, in fact she couldn’t 

move it because there were some motorcycles that blocked up 

her motorcycle. 

She tried to move all of the motorcycles, so that her motorcycle 

could comeout of garage. But she couldn’t do it. 

Then, she called Adel who had that motorcycle which blocked 

her. After that, her friend who had that motorcycle helped her. 

Finally, she was able move her motorcycle and use it to get to 

campus. 

4. Grammar in Writing 

Most people feel like grammatical rebel, see inthe rule as strict, 

fundamental and arbitraries. Butactuallythe grammar is very complex, and 

equally important: incorrect grammar can cause confusion and change your 

perspective. This is why the grammar checker is important, ifyou were write 

is a part of your workday. 

http://britishcourse.com/recount-text.php
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In high level,  the grammar is the system of rule that allows us for 

construct a sentences. It is covers several aspects of English, such as: 

➢ Parts of speech (verbs, adjectives, nouns, adverbs, prepositions, 

conjunctions, modifiers, etc.) 

➢ Clauses (for example independent, dependent, compound) 

➢ Punctuation (such as commas, semicolons, and periods — when 

applied to use) 

➢ Mechanics of language (such as word order, semantics, and sentence 

structure) 

The broad scope of the grammar can made proofreading difficult. The 

dry scholarly conversation that often revolves around it, can bring tears to 

our eyes. But without these grammar rules, chaos would ensue. So even if 

you are not a fan, it is still important to understand. 

The relationship between descriptive linguistics/grammar and writing 

could be a vital one. descriptive linguistics rules will facilitate regulate the 

approach writing takes place, and make sure that it are often simply 

understood by those that browse it. Each language within the world has 

completely different grammar and writing rules. All of them have specific 

conventions relating to syntax, or the way words are organized during a 

sentence, likewise because the use of punctuation, verb conjugation, and 

different important aspects of written and spoken language. It's important to 

recollect that whereas correct grammar is very important permanently 

writing, it is also very important to talk the language properly as well. 
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The importance of grammar and writing can not be overstated. 

Whereas bound sections of society may adapt their own non-standard 

speech variations as a part of their cultural identity, failure to be able to 

follow typical grammatical rules will severely limit one' opportunities to 

speak with a wider audience. Someone is also a really talented author with a 

lot of nice ideas, however if they need poor grammar, they're going to have 

a tough time human activity those ideas to others. As a result, they will do 

poorly in school, or may ne'er publish anything, though they have loads of 

vital things to say. Folks begin learning descriptive linguistics from the 

instant they 1st start speaking, which suggests dangerous habits may be 

tough to break, even with additional education in school 

Usually, descriptive linguistics education begins in grammar school 

and continues through college, counting on the academic path students take. 

Folks finding out English or education can have several opportunities to be 

told grammar and writing as they progress throughout their education. The 

goal is to confirm that grammar rules and speaking the language properly 

become second nature, that ideally ought to be from time to time. In 

addition, a lecturer should not solely be able to communicate with the right 

grammar, however additionally must be able to make a case for the rules. 

Grammatical rules facilitate regulate the mechanics of writing, which 

builds the connection between grammar and writing therefore important. 

These basic building blocks help make people' writing legible and graspable 

to others. Syntax, for example, regulates the order within which words are 
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placed during a sentence; imagine making an attempt to browse in a 

language wherever the order of words in sentences is totally arbitrary. 

Punctuation helps prompt readers once to pause or go on to a replacement 

thought. Verb conjugation ensures that the topic and verb match, which is 

another factor that may be confusing if they don't line up correctly. 

Morphology, which is that the words and sure components of speech used, 

is one in all the additional necessary aspects of synchronic linguistics and 

writing. 

5. Error and Mistake 

Mistakes and Errors mean one thing that's done incorrectly or 

incorrectly. So, they're synonyms. However the distinction between these 2 

words is within the context within which they are used. However the 

difference between these two words is in the context in which they are used 

a) Mistakes are usually decisions that prove to be wrong. Mistakes are 

usually unintentional. You recognize it' wrong. In different words, 

errors are supported performance and may be corrected on their own. 

Miscalculation is a smaller amount formal than an error and is 

sometimes utilized in conversational speech. 

b) Errors are typically created thanks to a scarcity of knowledge. So, the 

action was wrong as a result of it had been completely different from 

the rules, model, or specific code. Error could be a additional formal 

word than a mistake. In sports, the violation of rules are going to be 
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referred to as associate error. you can not say, “I do my homework” – 

that’s an error! you have got to say, “I do my homework”. 

6. Errors Classification 

This is four classifications of errors that are ordinarily used because 

the basis for descriptive misclassifications, specifically linguistic categories; 

surface strategy; comparative taxonomy; communicative impact (Dulay, 

1982). 

In this research, the researcher used four varieties of errors, in 

particular the taxonomy oflinguistic classes, the taxonomy of surface 

strategies, comparative taxonomy, and the taxonomy of communicative 

effects.  

a) First, the information was analyzed and the taxonomy of linguistic 

categories of abuse wasclassified following the Politzer and Romirez’s 

classification, as a guideline. Induring research, language parts of the 

taxonomy of linguistic categoriesare limited to morphology and 

syntax. Politzer and Romirez, who studied 120 Mexican American 

children who were learn English within the unitedstate, classification 

the errors into the follow types: 

iError Typeand iLinguistic 

iCategory  

iExample of iError 

A. iMorphology  

1. Indefinite articles incorrect 
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• a used for an before vowels 

• an used for a 

a ant  

an little ant 

2. iPossessive case iincorrect 

• Omisssioniof ‘s 

 

iThe iman ifeet. 

3. Third iperson isingular iverb 

iincorrect 

• Failure to iattach –s 

• Wrong attachment of –s 

 

The bird help man.  

The apple fall downs. 

4. Simple past tense incorrect  

a. regular past tense 

• Omission of –ed 

• Adding –ed to past already 

formed  

b. irregular past tense 

• Regularization by adding –ed 

• Substitution of simple non-

past 

• Substitution of past participle 

 

 

The bird he save him.  

He calleded.  

 

 

He putted the cookie there.  

He fall in the water.  

I been near to him.  

5. Past participle incorrect 

• Omission of –ed 

 

He was call. 

6. Comparative incorrect 

• Use of more + er 

 

He got up more higher. 
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B. Syntax  

1. Noun Phrase  

a. Determiners 

• Omission of the article  

• Substitution of definite article 

for possessive pronoun 

• Use of possessive with the 

article  

• Use of wrong possessive 

b. Nominalization 

• Simple verb use instead of –

ing 

• Preposition by omitted 

c. Number 

• Substitution singulars for 

plurals 

• Substitution plurals for 

singulars 

d. Use of pronouns 

• Omission of the subject 

pronoun 

• Omission of the 

 

 

 

He go in hole.  

He fall down on the head  

 

He put it in the his room  

The little boy hurt its leg  

 

by to cook it  

The dove helped him putting 

leaf on the water.  

He got some leaf.  

He stab him in the feet.  

 

(He) pinch the man.  

 

Is nice to help people.  

 

I don’t know (it) in English  

My brother he go to Mexico.  

 

So he can eat it (referring to 
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“dummy”pronoun it 

• Omission of object pronoun  

• Subject pronoun as a 

redundant element 

• Alternating use pronouns by 

number as well as gender 

• Use me as subject 

e. Use of prepositions 

• Omission of preposition 

• Misuse of prepositions 

apples).  

Me forget it.  

 

He came (to) the water.  

He fell down from (for on, 

into?) the water. 

2. Verb Phrase  

a. Omission of verb 

• Omission of main verb 

• Omission of to be 

b. Use of progressive tense  

• Omission of be  

• Replacement of –ing by the 

simple verb form 

• Substitution of progressive 

for the simple past 

c. Agreement of subject and verb 

• Disagreement of subject and 

 

 

He (fell) in the water. 

He in the water. 

 

He going. 

The bird was shake his head.  

 

Then the man shooting with 

a gun.  

 

 

You be friends  
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verb person 

• Disagreement of subject and 

number 

• Disagreement of subject and 

tenses 

 

The apples was coming 

down.  

 

I didn’t know what it is. 

3. Verb and verb construction 

• Embedding of a noun-and-

verb construction in another 

noun-and-verb construction 

• Omission ofto in identical 

subject construction  

• Omission of to in the verb-

and-verb construction 

• Attachment of the past 

marker to dependent verb 

 

I go to play.  

 

 

I go play.  

 

I see a bird got the leaf. 

 

He was going to fell. 

4. Word order 

• Repetition of object 

• Adjectival modifier place 

after noun 

 

The bird (object) he was 

gonna shoot it.  

He put it inside his house a 

little around 

5. Some transformations  

a. Negative transformation 

• Formation of no or 

 

 

He not play anymore.  
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notwithout auxiliary do 

• Multiple negation 

b. Question transformation 

• Omission of auxiliary 

c. There transformation 

• Use of is instead of are 

• Omission of there 

• Use of it was instead of there 

was 

d. Subordinate clause transformation 

• Use offorso that 

• Use of indicative for 

conditional 

 

They won’t have no fun.  

 

 

How the story helps?  

 

There is these hole.  

Is one bird.  

It was round thing.  

 

For the ant could get out.  

So he don’t kill the bird. 

 

b) Secondly, the information is classified accordingto the surface 

strategy taxonomy. The taxonomy of the surface strategy highlights, 

however, the structure of the surface is modified whether or not 

necessary elements are removed, non-essential elements are added; if 

the weather is warped or within the wrong order. An errors 

analysisfrom a superficial strategyc perspective holds good promise 

for researchers involved in the characteristic processes of the 

psychological traits that underlie the learner's reconstruction of a 
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replacement language. Dulay (1982) states that there are four styles of 

errors that support the surface taxonomy:  

Error Type Example 

A. Omission 

 

 

B.  Addition 

 

✓ Double Marking 

✓ Regularization 

✓ Simple Addition 

 
 
 

C. Misformation Mistake 

 

✓ Regularization errors 

 

✓ Archi-shapes 

 

✓ Alternative forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

D. Diorder 

Susilo a president of the last company 

(Susilo is a president of the new 

company) 

 

✓ She doesn’t is aware of his name 

(She doesn’t know his name) 

 

✓ Nina eated three mangos yesterday 

(Nina ate three mangos yesterday) 

✓ The fishes doesn’t live in the water 

(The fishes live in the water) 

 

 

 

 

✓ my cousin has four goose (my 

cousin has four geese) 

✓ I saw her yesterday. Her dance 

with my uncle. (I saw her 

yesterday. She dances with my 

uncle) 

✓ I see her yesterday(I saw her 

yesterday) 

 

 

he is all the late(he is late all the time) 

 

 

 

a. Omission  

Anerrorof omissionischaracteristic by the absence of an element 

that should to be appear in a highly grammatical expression. For 
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example, Susilo a president of the last company. The sentence is 

grammatically incorrect as a result of it hasʼnt verb, it must be.  

Thefairsentences is that Susilo is a president of the new company. 

b. Addition  

Addition errors is indicated on the presence of things that don't 

essentially seem in grammatical speech. The 3 kinds of additions 

errors are: 

✓ Double marking: The failure for deleted sure things that is 

needed some linguistic construction. For example: She doesn’t is 

aware of his name*. The sentence is grammatically incorrect. 

once there's auxiliary verb within the negative sentence, the 

most verb ought to be at the primary variety of verb. The verb 

understand shouldn't more with s. If it's using knows, the 

auxiliary verb omitted. The sentencesmust be She doesn’t know 

his name or She knows his name. 

✓ Regularization: Applying the usual rule transform regular ones 

to irregular ones. For example,ʺNinaeated three mangos 

yesterday*. Thatverb is incorrect grammatically as a result of 

there's wrong verb. The error within the sentence could also as a 

result by the students who do not understand the modification of 

verbs after creatinganirregular verb. The irregular variety of 

eating is eaten. the right sentence is that ʺNina ate three mangos 

yesterdayʺ. 
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✓ Simple addition: the presence of an item that shouldn't seem in a 

very grammatical utterance. For example: The fishes doesn’t live 

in the water*. The verb doesn’t should haven't been added, the 

sentence should be The fishes live in the water. 

c. MisformationMistake 

Misformationof mistakeischaracterized in the employment of the 

wrong type of linguistic unit or structure. The categories of errors 

are: 

✓ Regularization errors; a regular marker is used as an area of an 

irregular marker. For example: my cousin has four geese. This 

sentence is wrong because English has a totally different rule 

for the shape of irregular noun. A different example is the 

word “child”. It willbereplaced by “children”, when it is plural. 

the shape of irregular noun of word goose is geese. So, the 

highestsentence of what should be my cousin has four geese. 

✓ Archi-shapes; the selection of 1 member of a category of forms 

to represent different within the class. For example: I saw her 

yesterday. Her dance with my uncle. This sentence is incorrect, 

because incorrect selection of a pronoun. It should be that I saw 

her yesterday. She dances with my uncle.  

✓ Alternative forms; this error is caused by the use of the 

archform which has generally given way to the apparently 

fairly free alternation of various members of the class with one 
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other. For example: I see her yesterday. This sentence is 

incorrect. the shape of the irregular verb form in the sentence is 

the past participle, whereas the sentence in past tense. It was 

not necessary to see but saw. the right sentence is that I saw her 

yesterday. 

d. Disorder 

Disorder errors ischaracteristic by the incorrect placement of 

morphemes/groups of morphemes in a sentence. For example, ʺhe 

is all the lateʺ. This sentence is incorrect because the adjective late 

is out of place. The sentence should be that ʺhe is late all the timeʺ. 

c) Third, the researcher used the taxonomy of communication effects to 

analyze the errors. In this study, the mistake made by the children 

learn the target of language as the first language and equivalent 

sentences or pharases in the native language of the learners 

(Indonesian language). When learning a target language and the 

learneris already fluent in their native language.So itis characteristics 

interfere with the target language learning process. The identification 

of the error is traced back by looking for the synonym or translating 

the words into the learner’s native language to look for the similarity 

of the sentencesorphrases. For example : 
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Example 

a. The boy handsome – for- The handsome boy  

b. University big – for- Big university 

 

 

d) Fourth, the researcher used taxonomy communicative impact to 

investigated the errors, since it trears errors from the angle of their 

effect on the reader and thelistener. This taxonomy focusedin the 

distinction between errors that appear, cause communication problems 

and those that don’t. Dulay et al. (1982: 189) argues that “errors that 

have an effect on the organization of the sentence hinder successful 

communication, while errors that affect a component of the sentence 

sometimes donot hinder communication”. They call the forner 

a) world errors and also the latter, b) local errors. 

Error Type Example 

A. Global Error 

 

B. Local Error 

We enjoyed this movie very much  

(This moviemade us very happy)  

 

Beautiful girl  

(A beautiful girl) 

 

a. Global errors: the errors that affectoverallorganization of the 

sentence that significantly impede communication. Global errors 

include: 
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• Incorrect order of the mainIngredients 

For Example:English is used by many people.   

• Missing, incorrect or incorrectly placed hyphens 

For Example: (If) we are not taking the bus, weʼre late for 

school.  

He will be rich until he getsmarried. (when)  

He started to go to school because he studied so hard.   

• Missing clues to indicate mandatory exceptions to common 

grammar 

For Example:The student’s proposal (has been) considered 

(by) the principal.   

• Regularization of pervasive syntactic rules to exceptions 

For Example:We enjoyed this movie very much  

(This moviemade us very happy)  

b. Local errors: an error that affects an element in a sentence, and 

usually the error does not significantly interfere with the 

communication. These included errors in the inflection of 

verbsandnouns, articles, auxiliaries, and the quantitative 

formation determiners. 

7. Source of Error 

There are many things that lead learners of English as a 

ForeignLanguage to make mistakes. Classifying the source of error into 

interlinguistic transfer and intralinguistic transfer, Brown (2007:263). 
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➢ Interlinguistictransfer, which is the negative influence of the mother 

tongue of learner. 

➢ Intralingual transfer, which is the negative transfer of items within the 

target language; learning context, which overlaps both types of 

transfer. 

 

8. Error Analysis 

The erroranalysis is an activity aimed at revealerrors found in write 

and speak. The error analysis is the study of  the mistakes created by second 

and foreign language learners. Error analysis will be done to (a) determine 

how well one is familiar withthe language, (b) know how one learns the 

language, and (c) obtain data on common difficulties in language learning, 

as an aid to teaching or making ready teaching materials, consistent with 

Richards in Emmaryana (2010; 5). Another idea of error analysis is given by 

Brown. He described error analysis because the method of observing, 

analyzing, and classifying deviations from the rules of a second language 

then reveals the system operated by the learner. From the 2 definitions 

above, it may be concluded that error analysis is an activity to identify, 

classify and interpret or describe errors created by someone 

whenwriteorspeak and is dispensed to obtain info about the general 

difficulties that a person faced when  speaking or or when talking, writing 

sentences in English. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

This chapter deals with design of the study, subject of the study, instrument 

of the study, technique of the data collection, and technique of data analysis. 

A. Design of the study 

Error Analysis is considered Quantitative research. Quantitative 

methodology is the dominant research framework in the social sciences. It 

refers to a set of strategies, techniques, and assumptions used to study 

psychological, social, and economic processes through the exploration of 

numeric patterns. During this study, researchers can useda descriptive 

analysis for convey a results on their research. There is many procedures on 

the conductof erroranalysis, and therefore the researcher chose of the 

erroranalysis procedure based on Ellis and Barkhuizen. The researcher 

classifies of the students' errors in writea recount text using Dulay' 

ErrorClassification. So the researcher analyzes the errors to reveal them. 

When the researcher calculates the information to induce the overall error 

result, and then he interprets the data descriptively. Finally, the researcher 

wouldcome to conclusion based on a results totally of the students' error. 

B. Subject of the research 

This research,  for subjects were second grade students of SMPN 19 

Konawe Selatan. Second gradeis divides into two class are A dan B. The class 
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chosen is class VIII-A because in the class most of the students understand 

English. There are 25 students who would participate in the research. 

C. iThe iInstrument of the iResearch 

The researcher could collect information by giving checks the 

students. The test instruments writea recount text. The researcher would 

provide a writing test for the story text that tells about their memorable 

moments. Then she would distribute the examination papers to all or any 

student. While the students have finished their writing, the paper is 

collected, so that the author circles the incorrect word. Then, the writer 

asked them forrevise and correct the circled words and take back the paper. 

Finally the information is collected, the writer analyzes it. 

D. Procedure of Data Collection 

1. The writer needs to collect data. Therefore, before conducting 

research, she has made observations and prepared instruments or tests 

for the students. The instrument/test consists of instructions for 

compiling the recount text. 

2. Researchers come to schools to request permission from the principal 

who is authorized to autorize researchers to perform analysis. 

Uponobtaining permissions the investigator was allow to meet with 

land teacher for rearrange the time for conducting the investigtion. 

3. The writermust be conduct her research in class VIII-A. Before take 

writing test, he examines the teaching and learn process. English 

teacher gives an explanation for the students whose matery is the 
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textrecount of the text. After explaining the material, the author 

provides instructions and guidelines on how to take the writing test. 

4. The writer asked the students to write a history text based on the given 

topic, that is the personal story. Students are free to write their 

personal reports. 

5. Then, after giving the students writing assignments, the researcher 

gathered the students writing tests together and checked them by 

circling the wrong words or phrases. 

6. The writer would analyze the write test to find the most common 

errors made by students based on the classification of errors (Dulay, 

1982). 

7. The researcher calculates the total error by drawing it in a table based 

on the classification of errors,then the researcher converts the results 

of the total error results into percentages and graphs. 

8. Researcher then interpreted all the data in a descriptive way. 

9. The last step the researcher will make conclusions from his research. 

E. The Technique of Data Analysis 

Step of data analysis are: 

1) Collect the data ofstudent works  

After the students has finished written, the researcher has collected 

their homework, then the researcher checked homework bythe 

students'. So researcher can find out their mistakes.  
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2) Identifying students’ errors  

The researcher identified students' errors by underlining them and 

coding them using alphabetical numbers, e.g. (LT) stands for 

Linguistic Category Taxonomy, (ST) stands for Surface Strategy 

Taxonomy, (CT) stands for Comparative Taxonomy, (CoT) stands for 

Communicative Taxonomy. 

3) Classification of errors  

After identifyingthe studentsʼ errors, the researcher classificated the 

errors.Goals is to find out the frequency of the errors. Each error is 

classified by linguistics category taxonomy, surface strategy 

taxonomy, comparative taxonomyand communicative effect 

taxonomy. 

4) Calculation of the percentage of students’ errors 

Calculating the percentace of the frequency for each type of error with 

in this formula:  

iP 
𝑓

∑𝑛
xi100 

iIn iwhich: 

IP: each types ierrorof iPercentage  

𝑓: ieach types ierror of Frequency  

N: ieach types error  Total number  i(Sudjiono, 2005) 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

In this chapter, present the quantitative data obtained during the research to 

support the quantitative data. The researcher explains about the data obtained and 

ultimately found. The researcher links the findings related to the title and 

evaluates whether there is influence between the topic and the research question. 

A. Research Findings 

In this research, the writerwasidentificationof the students mistake and 

has counted the numbers of each mistake. The researcher draws of the 

results calculations in a table and converts them to a percentage. Then, the 

researcher made a pie chart based on aresults. After that, the researcher 

interpretions the data after processing the results. The table belows is a 

summary of errors recount text write by thestudents'. 

Table 4.1 

The Classification of Errors 

 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

1 0 0 2 3 4 3 1 2 0 1 3 2 1 3 2 3 3 0 0 2 6 0 0 3 45 47%

2 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 3 1 1 0 1 2 0 5 0 1 1 2 0 3 2 1 0 31 32%

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1%

0 1 2 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 1 1 0 0 4 0 0 1 19 20%

3 1 2 3 5 5 3 6 6 1 2 3 3 4 6 7 5 5 2 2 2 13 2 1 4 96 100%N

The Students
ꬵ P%The Classification of Errors

Linguistic Category Taxonomy

Surface Strategy Taxonomy

Comparative Taxonomy

Communicative Taxonomy
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Figure 4.1 

TypesiErrorsof i  TheiStudents’ 

Percentages of the recapitulation of errors by the students’ summarry 

are convert into a pie chart. This pie chart coversis the highest until lowest 

rank as follows. 

 

The table and chart above show the total number of writing error that 

the students makethe write recount text. The errors made of the students are 

the taxonomyof linguistic category 47%, the taxonomy of surface strategy 

32%, the communicative taxonomy 20%and comparative taxonomy 1%. 

The calculation of the four error classifications shows that the students make 

more errors in the taxonomy of thelinguistic category, this is based on the 

results of the calculation of the observation sheet (writing test) where a 

number of errors make by the students it is 96 errors. 

 

47%

32%

20%

1%

The Types of Errors

Linguistic Category Taxonomy Surface Strategy Taxonomy

Communicative Taxonomy Comparative Taxonomy
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No 
Classification of 

Error 
Telling  Sample error Correct Form 

1 

Taxonomy of 

Linguistic 

Category  

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

 

 

- Last week, me 

vacation to pasput 

with friends 

- I am going with 

my family 

- BicauseI can 

holiday 

- Last year, my 

familly and I went 

on a trip to the 

beach 

- I start an 08.00 

o’clock 

- I lent at 09.00 in 

the morning 

- My famillyand I 

were very happy 

- I were very happy 

going to the beach 

- I arrivet at 09.00 

o’clock 

- My family heppy 

to there 

- I raturn home at 

03.00 o’clock 

- Me and my friends 

- He goes to work 

at 9 am  

- My famly and I 

really enjoyed 

- Insterenting 

animals 

- We fed the fish, 

crocodiles and 

lions 

- Last weet, I went 

konsel part 

- We met at my 

fiend home 

- I very heppy with 

them 

- My cousins an my 

sister 

- We gave fod the 

- Last week, I 

amvacation to 

pasput with 

friends 

- I went with 

my family 

- Because I can 

holiday 

- Last year, my 

family and I 

went on a trip 

to the beach 

- I start at 08.00 

o’clock 

- I went at 

09.00 in the 

morning 

- My family 

and I were 

very happy 

- I were very 

happy went to 

the beach 

- I arrived at 

09.00 o’clock 

- My family 

happy to there 

- I return home 

at 03.00 

o’clock 

- I and my 

friends 

- He went to 

worked at 9 

am 

- My family 

and I really 

enjoyed 

- Interested 

animals 

- We fed the 

fishes, 

crocodiles and 

lions 
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elephants and 

lions 

- We also attended 

cousins wedding 

- Last wek, I went 

to moramo beach 

- With my freinds 

- At 9 am my freind 

- To the pasirputih 

beach beause… 

- I can spend teme 

- I weat to pasput 

beach 

- I weat to the 

pasput beach with 

my friends 

- I can holiday 

wit… 

- With my familly 

- I mede a castle 

- To go to the beach 

- Then we arrive at 

noon 

- On Sundays my 

family 

- Me and my family 

really enjoyed 

- Vacationed to my 

beach 

- We got ready to 

go home 

- My famiely and I 

- Were so hapny 

- I played games 

- I play games with 

friends 

- To play games 

- Lintil the beach 

- We got roady 

- Last week, I 

went konsel 

part 

- We met at my 

friend home 

- I am very 

happy with 

them 

- My cousins 

and my sister 

- We gave food 

the elephants 

and lions 

- We also 

attended 

cousin 

wedding 

- Last week, I 

went to 

moramo 

beach 

- With my 

friends 

- At 9 am my 

friend 

- To the 

pasirputih 

beach 

because… 

- I could spend 

time 

- I went to 

pasput beach 

- I went to the 

pasput beach 

with my 

friends 

- I could 

holiday 

with… 

- With my 

family 

- I made  castle 

- To went to the 

beach 

- The we 
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arrived at 

noon 

- On Sunday, 

my family 

- I and my 

family really 

enjoyed 

- Vacation to 

the beach 

- We got ready 

to went home 

- My and 

family and I 

- Were so 

happy 

- I playing 

games 

- I playing 

games with 

friends 

- To playing 

games 

- Until in the 

beach 

- W got ready 

2 
Surface Strategy 

Taxonomy 

 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

I 

 

 

- My family and I 

had fun playing 

water and 

swimming and 

- and go home at 5 

pm 

- We went to the 

zoo to have a look 

- And I and my 

family  

- Last year year I 

went to Bombana 

- I weet  home at 

16.00 in the 

afternoon 

- …to go to the 

beach 

- I prepared to go to 

the beach 

- After go home 

- My family 

and I had fun 

playing water 

and 

swimming 

- and back 

home at 5 pm 

- We went to 

the zoo to had 

a look 

- I and my 

family 

- Last year, I 

went to 

Bombana 

- I came home 

at 16.00 in the 

afternoon  

- My family 

and I were 
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- I will always 

remember it 

- And eat for a 

while 

- We were very 

happy to get 

- Together and see 

- We want to see the 

atmosphere in the 

zoo 

- We want to tie the 

atmosphere in the 

zoo 

- We use the car 

- At 8 am go to the 

pasirputih 

- There are also… 

- Alsothese who 

use 

- who used motor 

bikes 

- We araved at 

thepasirputih 

- I are very happy 

- On vacation at 

atpasput 

- I went to 

moramowaterrall 

- And my family 

and I went home 

- To hake a 

vacation 

- Friendy at 5.25 

- We arrived 

atfreendy 

- a lot of wornk on 

the thecloth 

- I was very happy 

to see the view 

- We arrive at noon 

very happy 

- … to went to 

the beach 

- I prepared to 

went to the 

beach 

- After went 

home 

- I would 

always 

remember it 

- And ate for a 

while 

- We were very 

happy to got 

- Together and 

saw 

- We want to 

saw the 

atmosphere in 

the zoo 

- We want to 

saw the 

atmosphere in 

the zoo 

- We used the 

car 

- At 8 am went 

to the 

pasirputih 

- There were 

also… 

- Also those 

who used 

- Who used 

motorbikes 

- We arrived at 

pasirputih 

- I was very 

happy 

- On vacation at 

pasput 

- I went to 

moramo 

waterfall 

- My family 
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and I went 

home 

- To take a 

vacation 

- At 5.25 

- We arrived at 

5.25 

- A lot of work 

on the cloth 

- I was very 

happy to saw 

the view 

- We arrived at 

noon 

 

3 
Taxonomy of 

Communicative  

 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIIII 

IIII 

 

 

- andfinally my 

family and I 

arrived 

- To there play with 

my family 

- “…I can holiday 

wit my all my 

friends 

- Last year, my and 

family went on a 

holiday to the zoo 

- And I came home 

at 05.00 

- Sothis holiday is 

very enjoyable 

- I can vacation 

with my family 

- So, in this  place is 

very wanderfull 

- My dad fall asleep 

- I went to moramo 

beach 

- At 9 am my 

friend and left 

- Soin this holiday 

its ferywonderfull 

- Took a beath in 

the sea 

- And family my 

family 

- Finally, my 

family and I 

arrived 

- In there, I 

play with my 

family 

- “…I can 

holiday with 

all my friends 

- Last year, my 

family and I 

went on a 

holiday to the 

zoo 

- I back home 

at 05.00 

- So that 

holiday was 

very 

enjoyable 

- I could 

vacation with 

my family 

- So, that place 

was very 

wonderful 

- My father fell 

asleep 

- I went to 

moramo 
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- On thetrir 

- Wesuw a monky 

hanging 

- My family and 

were so happy 

- We holeda as 

very enjoyableip 

- It is getting late 

and may friends 

are… 

waterfall 

- At 9 am my 

friend and I 

back home 

- So, that 

holiday was 

very 

wonderful 

- Took a breath 

in the sea 

- And my 

family 

- On the trip 

- We saw a 

monkey 

hanging 

- My family 

and I were so 

happy 

- We were very 

enjoyable 

- It was getting 

late and my 

friends 

were… 

4 
Taxonomy of 

Comparative 

 

I 

 

 

 

- There I can play 

with my friends 

- I can play 

with my 

friends in 

there 

 

The table above is based on student writing data explaining various 

errors made by students. The author describes the results from the table 

above starting from the highest error number to the lowest rating. The table 

has also explained several sample errors with their corrections. 
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B. Discussion 

The aimon this study isto analysesa classification error in studentsʼ 

personal text. The classification of erroris adapted from (Dulay,1982). The 

resultsshow that the two most common mistakes students make when 

writing a recitation text. Namely the taxonomy of the linguistic category 

47%.Thetaxonomy of the surface strategy 32%. The other two types of 

errors are found in this study. These are 20% communicative taxonomy and 

1%.comparative taxonomy 

To begin with, the taxonomy of linguistic categoriesthat has an error 

of 45 or 47%, the main source of linguistic errors are communication 

strategies as well as inaccurate understanding. English language is a 

language that had spoken and written differences. When the students speak 

in English they donot think in plural words or in writing, pronouns, etc.But 

when they write paragraphs they have to pay attention to all of them. 

Therefore, most of the students have errors in the use of words, pronouns 

and others in the plural or prular. It happend because the students donot 

have a singularplural rules in their first language and it differs from the 

target language which has the singular and plural nouns rule. Moreover, 

sentence in the target language divides into countable, and uncountable 

nouns and the plural nouns divides into regular and irregular patterns is 

sometimes confusestudent. Therefore, the dominant source of singular-

plural error is interlinguistic transfer. This is related in a similar way, Ramli 

(2013) found that the dominant error is grammar which is part of linguistics 

itself, this similarity is due to the fact that this study and previous research 
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use the same instrument, that is, the test of writing. In contrast, Cholipah 

(2014) the results of the dominant error are not the same as in this study, 

since previous studies used the error classification according to Betty S. 

Azar. 

The second most common error is the surface strategy taxonomy. It 

has an error of 31 or 32%. Sources of error are transfers between languages 

and communication strategies. Students choose the wrong word whose 

meaning does not fit in the sentence.This is related to the preview study. 

Unlike, Ramli (2013) and Cholipah (2014) both have different dominant 

errors from this study, due to different classification categories. 

In addition, the two weakest students' grammatical errors for students 

in writing story texts werecommunicative taxonomy, which had 19 or 20% 

errors, and the comparative taxonomy, which was 1 or 1%. The first lowest 

error frequency is the comparative taxonomy error that occurs when 

students write sentences that omitcertain words or verbs that have the 

primary meaning in the sentence. The source of this error is due to the 

learning context and also to the mother tongue. The students' rule contest is 

not yet complete, causing them to miss certain words or verbs in the 

sentence. In Indonesian, the verb transforms from present to past or future 

tense is not available. It is very different from English, where each verb has 

a different pattern to explain the tense that occurs. In addition, verbs form 

the past tense verb are divided into regular and irregular forms and are 

sometimes confusing for the learner. The second is Communicative 
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Taxonomy. This happened when the students wrote a paragraph and the 

paragraph could not be understood by the reader due to incorrect patterns or 

inappropriate words in the sentence, so the sentence did notmake sense. 

.This type of error is an interlingual transfer because the students translated 

their native language into the target language word by word or 

communication strategy when the students tried to explore an easy way of 

writing to write their idea according to their version, but it led them to the 

Error. This is linked to a previous study. In contrast to Ramli (2013) and 

Cholipah (2014) where the two weakest errors are different from this study. 

Ramli (2013) uses different error categories or errors and different topics. 

Cholipah (2014) uses focus categories for grammar errors. 

Several previous studies support this study according to which all 

types of errors according to (Dulay, 1982) are included in writing errors 

although there are several previous studies that did not examine any of the 

points studied by the researcher. The aim of the researcher to compare the 

results of this study with the results of several previous studies is to prove 

that this type of error is indeed the type of error that is often made by 

students, especially junior high school students in writing. In addition to the 

lack of knowledge of students in writing, this is also related to ineffective 

teaching, lack of educators, and teaching skills. So that this research can 

help researchers and future readers to develop.Research on students' 

mistakes in writing recount text. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION, LIMITATION AND SUGGESTION 

 

The last chapter consists of the conclusion, limitation and suggestions of the 

study. The first part of this study aimed at giving conclusion remarks on the 

present study about the types of errors made by students in writing recount text. 

The second of this chapter about the limitation of the study. The third of this 

chapter presents the suggestion of the study. 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the data in the previous chapter, the writer would like to 

conclude that the second grade students of SMPN 19 Konawe Selatan still 

make many errors in writing recount texts. The types of errors that are most 

often made by students are linguistic taxonomy such as the use of singular-

plural words, pronouns, etc. With a total error category of 45 or 47%, and a 

surface strategy taxonomy with a total error of 31 or 32%. 

Those errors occur because students have difficulty in arranging 

sentences in the correct grammatical form, the influence of their first 

language, Indonesian, lack of knowledge of English grammar, and lack of 

students' habits in writing English. 

 

B. Limitation 

Seeing the reality in the field, the researcher describes a number of 

research limitations to find out some central points which of course have not 

been achieved in conducting research. This study also has the limitation of 
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not including several instruments during observation in the writing of this 

study. So it is very important for further researchers to pay attention to this 

for better results. 

First, the results of this study actually only worked on qualitative 

descriptive which did not show significant data, and on the other hand, this 

study only focused on 25 students in one class and made small-scale 

research data so that it resulted in small calculations. 

Second, in collecting data the researchers used tests even though this 

instrument was supportive, but it would be better if it was combined with 

other instruments that could be combined to get better results. 

Third, as we know that writing errors have many types of errors, surface 

strategy taxonomy, comparative taxonomy, linguistics, etc. This study does 

not focus on finding the cause or source of the error so it is very important 

for further research. to deepen the cause or source of the error in writing 

this. 

Fourth, the results of this study have not been achieved optimally because 

of the limitations or lack of understanding of students in writing, especially 

for schools in rural areas that lack knowledge and teaching staff in terms of 

English. In addition, there are ineffective teaching, a lack of educators, and 

teacher teaching skills, so that they can be a reference for readers for further 

research. 
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Fifth, this study also has the limitation of not including several instruments 

during observation in the writing of this study. So it is very important for 

further researchers to pay attention to this for better results. 

C. Suggestion 

After the author conducted the research, he wanted to give suggestions 

relatefor the results on this research. Researcher hope it can be applied 

easily in teaching and learning activities and reduce errors. 

1. The teacher should be to brainstorm like preparation before starting 

the teaching and learning process on class so that students are relaxed. 

Itswould help the students for focus with their attention from the 

previous subject class to focus on the materials. 

2. Teacher must be created an impressive teaching techniques for writing 

that will attract attention of the students' to write activitiesof English. 

3. Write has several rules and items of text. While, the teacher pays 

attention to the do explanation without reducing the materials 

provided. 

4. The teacher can providea feedback on students' writing and 

communication for their progress in write. 

5. Write is a skill that requires process and practice. Therefore, students 

can practice writestartfrom the simplest such as write their daily 

activities or write their past experiences such as story text. 
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